Press Release
Jerusalem
22 November 2018

EU crowns Nour al-Quds School as the Jerusalemite Green School

The European Union crowned today Nour al-Quds school in Beit Hanina Park for winning
the "Jerusalemite Green School" award. The green works of art that competed together in
the contest came from eight East Jerusalem elementary schools. The recyclable materials
used to construct the artistic projects were previously collected by the students
themselves from the streets of East Jerusalem as part the EU initiative “My Green
Jerusalem.” The crowning event was organised in partnership with the EU civil society
partners

The initiative comes as part of the EU East Jerusalem Programme. The programme works
towards supporting the resilience of the Palestinian residents and the Palestinian character of
East Jerusalem.

The "Jerusalemite Green School" contest included eight schools in East Jerusalem and over 200
students. Families and parents have also joined the event. After the competing school teams
collected the recyclable materials to construct the green works of art, they have received training
on how to transfer trach into a piece of art as well as on the trash situation in East Jerusalem.

The completed pieces were judged by a panel consisting of representatives from the European
Union, CESVI, and Ahed Izhiman, an artist from East Jerusalem. Nour al-Quds School was
crowned as the "Green Jerusalemite School" as they have shown a high level of innovation,
creativity, and sustainability in their piece of art.

After winning the wooden trophy, Mohammad from Nour al Quds School said that "this trophy is
not just for our school; it is for all the schools and students who participated in cleaning up the
streets of East Jerusalem. It is our responsibility not to leave our city dirty. It is also fun to transform
waste into something that we can use to remind ourselves of the impact of recycling.”

Lama from Shabat Muslimat School in Wadi Al Joz was excited about the event and shared an
idea of introducing vending machines around East Jerusalem where one can exchange plastic
items and receive tokens for prizes.

"We are proud to support the "Jerusalemite Green School" initiative in East Jerusalem. The
process of transforming trash to pieces of art by students is remarkable. This is an opportunity to
thank our partners in East Jerusalem for their cooperation on this initiative. We might have
crowned only one winning school today. Yet, all students and all schools are winners. In fact, all
Palestinians in East Jerusalem have won the clean streets of the city,” said the EU
Representative Ralph Tarraf on the occasion.

Background:

The East Jerusalem Programme is a multi-sectoral investment that has grown to over 12 million
Euros annually. The programme covers areas ranging from education to health; social inclusion
to private sector development; community empowerment to human rights. Through this
programme, the EU has worked consistently with Palestinian partner organizations to support the



development of a vibrant and diverse civil society in East Jerusalem. Similarly, the programme
aims at preserving the Palestinian character of the city.

The Beit Hanina park, at which the crowing event of the "Jerusalemite Green School" was
organised, was inaugurated by the International Peace and Cooperation Center (IPCC) through
a €1.5 million EU grant to support the community’s capacity to enhance their living spaces and
advance their urban rights in East Jerusalem.

Photos from Jerusalemite Green School in Jerusalem here

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-
strip/54277/eu-crowns-nour-al-guds-school-jerusalemite-green-school en

Contacts:

The Office of the European Union Representative

Shadi Othman (02 5415 867, 0599 673 958); Inas Abu Shirbi (02 541 5 859, 0599 673 957)
http://eeas.europa.eu/palestine
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https://www.facebook.com/EUandPalestinians/posts/1572394142861632?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBDRhaT81VT8qvMdk9V5S9L51skcifAyYAGKZGPTNzFjQEOIw4Upaq5hFMhKH4wL9D4k3JoGKJaBW_wjHPzVCuArAaC1dDSYNQwVksPVEN6gVYo9l-qh3gl-fqKgsCKFgMNH6ZVAiVvuZp88RjUEYKZGuBDcrDVn1uzw-CQP7QoAJTutOi3acRzKdh1onHpfb7oXSONKNVbZU4j44-hKOUXBREnyPqD2SaUdJGlPItrwWKqli6RloXERI_lCVZTiSYhluXgeLbUOf83XwjSdWIlhon6esUgJdynbpsGxQNZMIJ-4QgsK6T7p_9yN0aGISGR3DGWKSBg66zZ5IBAZt9DRA&__tn__=-R
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip/54277/eu-crowns-nour-al-quds-school-jerusalemite-green-school_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip/54277/eu-crowns-nour-al-quds-school-jerusalemite-green-school_en
http://eeas.europa.eu/palestine
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